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(54) CHARGE CONTROLLER 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To realize long time operation of an appliance 
while suppressing maximum power consumption thereof 
by detecting the presence and type of external power 
supply means and power consumption of the appliance 
thereby controlling the charging operation of a 
secondary battery in the appliance. 

CONSTITUTION: A current detecting section 101 detects 
current consumption of an appliance. When the detected 
current is lower than a set value, a charging section 
108 charges a secondary battery 102 with a normal 
charging current. When the detected current is higher 
than the set value, the charging section 108 charges the 
secondary battery 102 with a charging current lower than 
the normal charging current On the other hand, a 
decision is made automatically whether an external power 
supply means 100 is an AC adapter or an external 
secondary battery unit thus realizing long time 
operation of a portable appliance. 
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